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The

The Historical Society of Charles County

Spring Meeting
Saturday, May 11, 2024 • 2:00 p.m.

Maryland Veterans Museum
11000 Crain Highway • Newburg, Maryland  

  Desserts will be served after the program
This program is free and open to the public  

Garth E. Bowling, Jr. will present…

Garth Bowling is a
noted historian and author.  

He has also published 
"Gateway to the Confederacy:  
Charles County Maryland," 

and "On the Confederate Border:  
Charles County, Maryland."  

All of his publications, 
including his new book 

will be available to purchase 
at this meeting.   
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Louise Boone Turner

L    ouise B. Turner, a life-member of 
the Historical Society of Charles County, 
passed away October 27, 2023, at the age of 94.  

Louise served on the Board of Directors of the 
Historical Society from 1973 to 1981.  She was 
on the Friendship House Furnishings Committee 
and the creator of the Historic Sites Files.  The 
Historic Sites File is an extensive collection 
of information on Historic Homes of Charles 
County and Maryland. It includes historic 
research, newspaper articles and photographs of 
each site and is housed in the Southern Maryland 
Studies Center at the College of Southern Maryland.  In May 
2016, the Historic Sites Files was renamed the Louise Boone 
Turner Historic Sites Files.

From her obituary:

On her father’s side she was a twelfth-generation descendant of 
Robert Beheathland, “gentleman”, who came from Cornwall 
to Jamestown, Virginia in 1607 with Captain John Smith. On 
her mother’s side she was descended from Doctor John Brisco, 
Esquire, “gentleman adventurer”, who came to St. Mary’s City 
on the Ark in 1634.

Louise was very proud of her family and Tidewater heritage. 
She belonged to many heritage societies. Louise was active 
in the National Society of the Colonial Dames of America, 
serving several terms as Chairman of the Southern Maryland 
Committee, the Board of Managers, and as Vice-President 
for the State of Maryland. She was twice an appointee of the 
Governor of Virginia to the Regents of Gunston Hall Museum 
House, Lorton, Virginia. Louise was a charter member of the 
Port Tobacco Chapter, Daughters of the American Revolution, 
and member of the Ella Virginia Houck Holloway Chapter, 
US Daughters of the War of 1812, and held several positions 
in both over the years. In addition, she was a member of the 
Gunston Hall Board of Regents in Virginia, and past president 
of the Smallwood Foundation. She also held memberships 
in the Descendants of the Lords of the Maryland Manors, 
Northern Virginia Chapter of the Jamestown Society, serving 
the Northern Virginia Committee Council, the Society of the 
Ark and Dove, the First Families of Virginia, and the National 
Society of the Magna Carta Dames.

Louise received undergraduate and graduate 
degrees from the University of Maryland in 
the fields of Education, Applied Design, and 
History. She was an alumnus of the Attingham 
Decorative Arts Symposium of the British Royal 
Oaks Society in Great Britain. The aim of this 
program was to offer expertise in historic 
preservation and appreciation of the past. Being 
a true anglophile, she realized how this related 
to the past of Southern Maryland, and how 
important this was to the locale before all was 
lost either from neglect or progress.  

She taught school in both middle and high school classes in 
both Charles and Prince Georges County for twenty-one years. 
She was a published author, writing two children’s books 
for the Gunston Hall Gift Shop, and assisted others in their 
publications. She felt a great responsibility toward promoting 
patriotism, as well as promoting proper social protocol, 
entertaining and etiquette in young people. She was a member 
of the national society, Phi Kappa Phi.

She championed our Maryland State flag, always vigilant and 
mindful that it be displayed properly with the Bottony Cross on 
top the flagpole.

Louise was a sixty+ year lifetime member of the Charles County 
Garden Club of Maryland, and a recipient of the Maryland 
Senior Citizen Hall of Fame, Inc. in 2010, and the Zonta Award 
of Appreciation, for work with the Charles County Garden Club 
and the Maryland State Pilgrimage Committee. In 2014, she 
was awarded the Charles County Historic Preservation Award.

Louise wrote the Forward to “Pathways to History, Charles 
County, Maryland 1658-2008.”  In the last paragraph she writes:

With the history of their ancestors to inspire them, it is now up 
to the progeny of Charles County to create new paths to peace 
and prosperity in the most wonder county in the most wonderful 
state in the most wonderful country in the world.

For all of us who knew Louise she will be truly missed.  The 
legacy of her work in   history and genealogy will be preserved 
for many generations to come.
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Update on Historic Rich Hill

          istoric Rich Hill has a new look.  It has gone “Back to 
the Past.”  Green shutters, funded by the Historical Society of 
Charles County, Inc. and installed by Southernwood Roofing 
& Siding, La Plata have been added to the exterior. A big thank 
you to Cathy Thompson who found the following source and 
determined the color scheme.  The “shutter dogs” help complete 
the look.

In George Alfred Townsend, “How Wilkes Booth Crossed the 
Potomac,” 1884, he writes on p. 827:

…Accustomed to obey the summons of his old friend, Jones 
mounted his horse and went to Cox’s. The prosperous foster-
brother lived in a large two-story house, with handsome 
piazzas front and rear, and a tall, windowless roof with 
double chimneys at both ends; and to the right of the house, 
which faced west, was a long one-story extension, used by 
Cox for his bedroom. The house is on a slight elevation, and 
has both an outer and inner yard, to both of which are gates. 
With its trellis-work and vines, fruit and shade trees, green 
shutters and dark red roofs, Cox’s property, called Rich 
Hill, made an agreeable contract to the somber short pines 
which, at no great distance, seemed to cover the plain almost 
as thickly as wheat straws in the grain field...

SE Davis contractors have finished their phase of the work 
on the interior and exterior, including the new second floor 
windows and a new sub-floor on the first floor of the house.  
With the FY2025 budget, to be released July, 2024, the county 
is planning on finishing Rich Hill to include interior electric, 
insulation, an HVAC system, drywall and restoring the front 
and back entrances to the house.  

The Friends of Rich Hill is funding the flooring for the first 
floor and have contracted a millworker to restore the original 
Arch in the main entrance hall as well as restoring/refurbishing 
three of the existing fire place mantels.  Historical Society 
member Dennis Spears is creating a fire place mantel from 
discarded wood from Rich Hill for our “Behind these Walls” 
room, focusing on the architecture of the house.  How unique 
is that?

In addition, “Southern Maryland Inspirations” will be creating 
souvenirs for Rich Hill made from much of the other pieces of 
discarded wood.  Ornaments, coasters, cutting boards, picture 
frames, benches and other items will be made with “Rich Hill” 
engraved and the image of the exterior of the house burned in 
the wood.  Where else can you go to a historic site and bring 
home a tangible piece of history? 

H
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THE FIVE THEMES OF RICH HILL

1. Dr. Gustavus Brown, the builder.  

The large upstairs room will be designated as the Dr. Brown 
Gallery and will include reproduction Smithsonian portraits of 
Dr. Brown, the two Mrs. Browns, Reverend Richard Brown 
and Margaret Brown Stone; along with panel exhibits about Dr. 
Brown and his family.

2. �Samuel Cox and the escape of John Wilkes Booth and 
David Herold to Rich Hill.  

In the entrance hall will be an exhibit titled “Guilty or Innocent:  
Charles County’s Conspirators, Witnesses & Accomplices” and 
will include exhibit panels on Mary Swann, Oswald Swann, 
Thomas A. Jones, Dr. Samuel Mudd, and Mary Surratt.  

The first-floor parlor will be furnished with Victorian furniture 
along with exhibit panels about Samuel Cox and Lucy Beall 
Neale.  The second-floor bedroom where Samuel Cox, Jr. 
looked out and saw John Wilkes Booth on his horse will be 
furnished accordingly.  

This room will include exhibit panels on Samuel Cox, Jr. and 
his brother, Henry G. Robertson.  Here you will be able to push 
a button and listen to the words of Cox, Jr. about that fateful 
night when Booth and Herold arrived at Rich Hill. 

3. “From Slavery’s Shadow to Freedom’s Light”

This exhibit room will honor the legacy of the enslaved 
African-Americans at Rich Hill.  It will include 9 exhibit 
panels encompassing the 109 names of the known slaves from 

Rich Hill.  It is hoped by highlighting the families, we will find 
current connections and bring their stories forward.

4. Architecture.

“Behind these Walls” will contain images of the architecture 
at Rich Hill as well as exposed openings in the wall and actual 
pieces of some of the hand hewn wood from the house.  The 
unfolding of the house’s architecture will allow visitors to 
travel through the doors of history and experience the many 
years Rich Hill has stood the test of time and weather.

5. Archaeology 

An exterior exhibit sign along with an interior display case 
will highlight the archeological finds at Rich Hill.  Can you dig 
it?  Some of the events planned for the future will be “digs” to 
continue to reveal the rich history hidden here.
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Since 2015, the Historical Society, through the Friends of Rich 
Hill, have received donations for the exhibits and furnishings 
from our local members, throughout the state of Maryland and 
from across the United States.

Through your most recent generous donations we were able to 
fund the restoration of five pieces of original artwork that will 
now hang in Rich Hill.

Grants
• �Preservation Maryland – to hire a Historical Consultant to 

create and Interpretive Plan.
• �Charles County Tourism – Charles County Conspirators 

Panels.
• �Charles County Tourism – Samuel Cox Exhibit Panels
• �Charles County Tourism – Dr. Brown Exhibit Panels
• �Charles County Tourism – Cox & Brown Genealogy “Pull-

Up” Exhibits
• �Southern Maryland Heritage Area Consortium – Rich Hill 

Brochure & Rack Cards
• �Preservation Maryland – Enslaved African Americans 

Exhibit Panels
• �Charles County Tourism – Three outdoor signs
• �Society of Colonial Wars in Maryland and the General 

Society of Colonial Wars – Dr. Brown Gallery Portraits and 
the Dr. Brown Book

In addition, we received a $25,000 capital grant from the 
Maryland Historical Trust for our part to finish specific 
interior items of the house including an alarm system, the new 
flooring, painting of the drywall, and all the millwork.

In December, 2023, we were awarded a $10,000.00 grant from 
the Maryland Humanities Council for two events at Historic 
Rich Hill: The Grand Opening of Rich Hill, and a program 
titled “Know their Names; Hear their Voices: Remembering 
the Lasting Legacy of the Enslaved African Americans at Rich 
Hill."

Forming Committees
Tentative Committees for Rich Hill are:  Tours, Programs & 
Special Events, Furnishings, Collections, Exhibits, Gift Shop, 
Publicity, Fundraising, Archaeology, and Security.  

If you would like to serve on a Rich Hill committee, please 
email Mike Mazzeo at mjmazzeo55@gmail.com.

Thanks to you, our goal of showcasing Historic Rich Hill will 
one day become a reality.  We plan on providing visitors with 
unique experiences through the exhibits, tours and activities 
at Rich Hill.  This diverse and multifaceted site will not only 
become a highlight for our community but for Southern 
Maryland tourism as well.  History must be told, not ignored, 
and the good and the bad can only enable a better future.

Generous Donations
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Friendship Farm Piano 
To Be Donated To Rich Hill

T       his Knabe piano was manufactured in Baltimore about 1855.  It was a 
popular “parlor” piano of that era and sat proudly in the Friendship Farm house 
on Friendship Landing Road in Nanjemoy for at least 140 years.  

The piano was donated to Rich Hill by Derek & Anahita Hamner  

It will be restored by Schoenbauer Furniture Service
through generous donations of 

the descendants of the Gray and Karlsson families:

The Friendship Farm house is located about a mile from the site of Friendship House that was saved by the Historical Society 
of Charles County in 1968 and then relocated to the College of Southern Maryland, La Plata campus.  

The Friendship properties had been divided in 1820.  Fannie Gray, who lived in the farm house from 1883 until 1925, played the 
piano frequently for parties and for her own relaxation and enjoyment.  The piano and house were sold by George and Fannie 
Gray to Arthur and Rita Karlsson in 1925.  

s ∑ s

Patricia T. Barmeyer
Thomas L. Childs

Dr. Elwood Cobey & Mary Cobey
Munroe & Becky Cobey
Elizabeth Woodard Cook

Julia C. Gluck
Mrs. H. Scott Gregory

Laura Harris
Gerard & Elizabeth Joseph

Margaret Mac Cary
Mary Cobey Martin
Mary W. McNeill

Evelyn Karlsson Merritt
John S. Morris, III

Hilda Karlsson Roderick
Fraser M. Smith
Susan W. Walker
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Friends of Rich Hill
Memberships

Memberships as of February 1, 2024

Philanthropist ($20,000+)
Frank R. Brown, IV, in honor of his 

father, Dr. Frank R. Brown, III

Benefactor ($10,000+)

Distinguished ($5,000+)
James G. Gibb,

Gibb Archaeological Consulting

Legacy ($2,500+)
General Society of Colonial Wars
Lucy Beall Cox Neale Memorial

Carol & Dan Donohue
Edward B. Edelen, Jr.

Society of Colonial Wars
in the State of Maryland

Surratt Society

Visionary ($1,000+)
Charles County

Antique Arts Association
Charles County Genealogical Society 

Nelse L. Greenway 
Joseph H. Neale 

& Marcy J. Oppenheimer

Ambassador ($500+)
John & Joyce Candland

Kate Neale & Matt Cooper
Tim Hutchins

Ann Neale
Ann Mudd Wills, 

in memory of 
Thomas Albert and Mary Ida 

(Boarman) Simpson

Steward ($250+)
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Bennett

Denise Cheseldine
Susan Wegner Gilman

Dr. & Mrs. Blaine Houmes
Lady Jane Sewell Chapter, Colonial 

Dames of the XVII Century
Jane K. Linton
James Neale

Thomas M. Neale
Port Tobacco Chapter,

Daughters of the American Revolution

Innovator ($100+)
Warren & Jeanne Bowie

Lloyd S. Bowling
Dr. & Mrs. Frank R. Brown III

Ronald G. Brown
Nancy Burch
James Cobey

Dena M. Cruz
Marie deLozier

Lucy Neale Duke
Dale & Carol Flowers

John A. Gall
Brad Gottfried

Matthew & Madelyn Hinshaw
Sue Hodes

Candice Q. Kelly
Michael J. Mazzeo, Jr.
Elizabeth A. Moreland

James F. Neale III 
Joan M. Neale
John R. Neale

Mr. & Mrs. Alan Norris
Port Tobacco Chapter,

Daughters of the American Revolution
G. Howard Post
Gregory Regelski

Dr. & Mrs. Howard Reich
James A. Simpson
James C. Simpson
Gan Rae Tarpey
James Tarrant

Schuster & Mary Vance
Laurie Verge 

Mary Ann Wessel

Supporter ($50+)
Mr. & Mrs. Gene Ackerman

Jim & Mary Pat Berry
William P. Binzel

Margaret M. Brown
Michael Clark
Barry Doohan

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Ehrenstrom
Fr. Richard Frank

Sherri Marsh Johns
Michael Kanazawich

Mr. & Mrs. Ray Lepesqueur
Laura & Bryan Pahel

Esther Read
Lanny Rohrbaugh
Peggy Schaumberg

David Mackenzie Smith
Stephanie M. Smith

Cathy Hardy Thompson

Friend ($1-49+)
Marietta Arenberg

Sandra Bauer
Elizabeth Beardsley

Barbara Benfield
Bill Blandford

Amy Blessinger
Rebecca Cain

Robert K. Carson

Robert W. Cook
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Damp

Kathleen Devilbiss
Paul Farley

Michael Fleming
Mary Forsht-Tucker

Sheila Geisert
Kathryn B. Giannetti

Jessica Goldsmith
Mr. & Mrs. Clifford Jenkins

Bill Kavran
Steven R. Koppelman

David Lassman
Dr. & Mrs. Charles Little

Ed Maher
Mrs. Chris H. Maskaleris

John Muranellia
Mr. & Mrs. Roger Norton

Matthew Petricoin 
Elsie Picyk
Tom Pike

Jason Posey
Francis & Rose Radcliff

William Richmond
Jan Marie Ritter

James Scarborough
Debra Scoggins

Christopher Shelton
Thomas Chapman Southerland, Jr.

Andrew Surratt
Leila Wassom

Direct Descendants of
Dr. Gustavus Brown

Frank R. Brown, III
Frank R. Brown, IV
Riggs Wilson Brown

Nancy Burch
Nelse L. Greenway

Karl Hense
Sue Hodes 

David Mackenzie Smith
Darrell Wallace 

Direct Descendants of
Samuel Cox, Jr.
Kate Neale Cooper
Lucy Neale Duke 

Lanny Hilgar
Ellen McGaughey

Ann Neale 
James F. Neale 

James F. Neale, III 
Joan M. Neale 

John Neale
John Cox Neale
John R. Neale 

Joseph H. Neale 
Mary C. Neale
Susan Neale

Thomas M. Neale 
Marcy J. Oppenheimer 

Debbie Radford
Lanny Rohrbaugh 

Laura Romig
Trissy Salois

Partners
African American 

Heritage Society of Charles County

Charles County 
Antique Arts Association

Charles County 
Archaeological Society

Charles County Garden Club

Charles County 
Historic Preservation Commission

Dr. Samuel Mudd Society

General Society of Colonial Wars

Lady Jane Sewell Chapter, 
Colonial Dames of the XVII Century

Maryland Veterans Museum 
at Patriots Park

Port Tobacco Chapter, 
Daughters of the American Revolution

Society of Colonial Wars 
in the State of Maryland

Southern Maryland 
Civil War Roundtable

St. Mary’s County Historical Society

Surratt Society

The Society for the Restoration 
of Port Tobacco

Thomas Stone Chapter, 
Sons of the American Revolution

Wallace Bowling Camp, 
Sons of Confederate Veterans

Website:
richhillfriends.org
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Foundation
Danielle Webber, Chair 
Michael J. Mazzeo, Jr. 
Joyce Candland
Alex Cobey
Evelyn Karlsson Merritt
John S. Morris, III

Cellar Museum & Shop
James H. Berry, Jr.
Mary Pat Berry

Ways & Means
Ruby Dyson
Sandra Mitchell

Friendship House Committees

OFFICERS
President  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      Debra R. Scoggins 
Vice-President . . . . . . . . . . . . . .               Michael J. Mazzeo, Jr.
Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        Danielle Webber
Treasurer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         G. Howard Post

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Carol Donohue  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                            2024
Anial Gordon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                             2024
Debra Bowling  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                            2024
Garth E. Bowling, Jr . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        2024
Carol Cowherd  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                            2025
Edward B. Edelen, Jr.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       2025
Mary Pat Berry  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                            2025
Jane K. Linton . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                             2025
Sandra Mitchell . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                            2026
Elsie Picyk . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                               2026
Kim Dye  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                 2026
Stephen Dye  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                              2026

PAST PRESIDENTS
Bennett Crain . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1962-1963
Eugene A. Jenkins, Jr. . . . . . . . .         1963-1964, 1966-1967
H. Maxwell Mitchell, Jr. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                1964-1966
W. Preston Williams . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   1967-1968
John H. Mitchell . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      1968-1970
Watson M. Perrygo . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    1970-1978
George C. Dyson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      1978-1982
William E. Garvey, Jr.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 1982-1985
Richard E. Heise, II . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    1985-1986
Michael J. Mazzeo, Jr.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 1986-1992
Dr. Lloyd Bowling  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    1992-1998
Wayne Winkler . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       1998-2004
Kaye O’Kelley . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2004-2008
Joyce B.Candland . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     2008-2012
Mary Pat Berry . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       2012-2016
Ronald G. Brown  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     2016-2023

COMMITTEES
Genealogy and Research:
	 Debra R. Scoggins, Chairperson
Louise Boone Turner Historic Sites Files:
	 G. Howard Post, Chairperson
Membership:
	 Edward B. Edelen, Jr., Chairperson
Programs:
		 Carol Donohue
		 Michael J. Mazzeo, Jr.
		 Kate Zabriskie
Publications:
	 Mary Ann Scott, Editor, The Record
Publicity:
	 Jessica Goldsmith

Rich Hill Steering Committee:

Friends of Stagg Hall Steering Committee
	 Mary Pat Berry
	 Denise deLozier Grote
	 Elaine Lawton
	 Michael J. Mazzeo, Jr.
	 Elsie Picyk
	 Carin Diggle, Historic Port Tobacco Village Representative

Website
	 charlescountyhistorical.org
	 Webmaster Kevin D. Barry 

Officers, Board of Directors, and Committee Members

EDITOR’S NOTE
If you would like future newsletters sent to you by e-mail, please send us your 
e-mail address. Articles of historic interest on Southern Maryland are requested 
for publication in future issues of The Record. Please send your articles and 
photographs to: The Historical Society of Charles County, Publications, The 
Record, P.O. Box 2806, La Plata, Maryland 20646. 

	 Mary Pat Berry
	 Ronald Brown
	 Joyce Candland
	 Carol Donohue

	 Michael J. Mazzeo, Jr.
	 Esther Read
	 Debra Scoggins
	 Cathy Thompson



The Historical Society
of Charles County, Inc.
P.O. Box 2806 • La Plata, Maryland 20646
www.charlescountyhistorical.org

• �April 6, 2024 – “Rebels & Redcoats:  A Southern Maryland 
Revolutionary War Family Event” – Piney Point Lighthouse 
Museum, 10am to 5pm.

• �April 6 & 7, 2024 – Harvest House opens at Serenity Farm, 
10am to 3pm.

• �April 21, 2024 – “Taste of Southern Maryland,” – Maryland 
Veterans Museum, 11am to 6pm.

• �May 4, 2024 – Port Tobacco Market Days (rain date May 18).

• �May 11, 2024 – Spring Meeting of the Historical Society – 
Maryland Veterans Museum, 2pm.

• �October 19, 2024 – Fall Dinner Meeting of the Historical 
Society:  The 1st Regiment of Dragoons will present 18th 
century Cavalry Skills at Arms & Tactical Demonstration, 
Maryland Veterans Museum, 2pm.

• �October, 2024 – Colonial Faire at Historic Maxwell Hall.

SAVE THE DATE!


