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Maryland's Anthem

Most of us know that Francis Scott Key wrote the
Star Spangled Banner. We possibly also know
that our state song was written as a poem by an-
other Maryland native - James Ryder Randall, liv-
ing in New Orleans in the year 1861 and pub-
lished by the Delta Newspaper of that city. What
we probably don't know, however, is that small,
but very important changes were made by the
*Cary sisters - Hetty and Jennie - especially Jen-
nie of Baltimore “hanges that in both rhyme and
music made the song really work well.

James R. Randall was from an old line family and
was related to the founder of Randalstown. He
was a graduate of Georgetown University having
been tutored by the same professor who taught
Edgar Allen Poe.

James, like most Marylanders, was an ardent con-
federate sympathizer. He felt compelled to write
"My Maryland" to express his anger and resent-
ment upon reading of the invasion of his home-
town, Baltimore, by foreign (i.e. Yankee) troops
under union General B. F. Butler, as well as the
occupation of Annapolis, the jailing of elected leg-
islators, the Mayor of Baltimore, etc.

Randall awoke from sleep around midnight, lit a
candle and went to his desk "Some powerful spirit
appeared to possess me and almost involuntarily,
I proceeded to write the song of 'My Maryland'. |
had long been absent from my native city and the
startling event there inflamed my mind. The
whole poem was dashed off rapidly when once
begun. It was composed under what may be
called a conflagration of the senses if not an inspi-
ration of the intellect".

The poem became immensely popular after he

Philip L. Griffith

read it to his pupils the next day. They urged him
to send it for publication. The local population in
New Orleans began singing it to a french folk
tune 'My Normandy". The song became a hit and
moved up through the south arriving in Balti-
more in May. The Cary sisters received a copy.
Miss Hetty "DECLAIMED" the verses to her sis-
ter Miss Jennie, who promptly cried out that they
would fit the tune of the Latin college song "Lau-
riger-Horatius". This then is the point at which
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Miss Jennie changed the title from just "My Mary-
land" to "Maryland My Maryland" and the refrain
also to Maryland My Maryland in the second and
fourth line of each stanza. Miss Jennie sang it first
to her glee club. All members of that organization
were young and all were 'Intense Confederates'.
As Miss Jennie's contralto voice sang the stanzas,
the refrain came back from every member,

The song spread widely and was sung by confeder-
ate troops from every state. It became synony-
mous with the confederate cause.

It is recorded that when Rebel Maryland troops
were on their own scil their bands were constantly
playing 'Maryland My Maryland" and it raised their
patriotism to such a pitch that it was not uncom-
mon for the soldiers to kiss their native soil and

pledge their lives in its defense. Many of them did
just that. )

**Lieutenant Randolph H. McKim, aide and spiri-
tual advisor to General George H. Steuart ex-
plained their feelings well in describing their cross-
ing the Potomac River. General Steuart sprang
from the saddle, dropped to his hands and knees
and kissed the beloved scil of his own state.
McKim followed his fellow Baltimorean's action
“We loved Maryland.” We felt that she was in
bondage against her will, and we burned with de-
sire to have a part in liberating her."

Its evident that of all the songs written in the Civil
war period, Maryland My Maryland has remained
and will endure.

My Maryland.

james R. Randall.
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Author's Notes:

*The Cary sisters of Baltimore made the first confederate
battle flag at the request of General P.G.T. Beauregard,
the flag's designer. The General utilized the St. Andrews
cross to make a standard that would prevent mis-
identification or confusion in the whirl-winds of war. It
was to be then, and should be now, a square banner.

* * Randolph Harrison McKim, former confederate sol-
dier and chaplin was an Episcopal minister after the
war, and served as Rector of the Church of the Epipha-
ny in Washington, D. C from 1888 to 1920.

”

References: “Maryland Symbols by Elmer M. Jackson
and “A Soldier’s Recollections by Randolph H. McKim.”

Maryland’s Bird: The Baltimore Oriole

Mrs. Philip L. Griffith

This article was published in Gardenews March
—April 1975. At that time Madelyn Griffith
was State Bird Chairman for the Federated Gar-
den Clubs of Maryland.

On June 1, 1947, the State Legislature in session
at Annapolis officially adopted the Baltimore Ori-
ole as the state bird. But Marylanders have long
considered this brilliant orange and black bird our
symbol.

As far back as 1634 when the first settlers ar-
rived, they took note of the beauty and song of the
oriole. Even before this in 1629, George Calvert,
the first Lord Baltimore, found flocks of orioles
while exploring the Chesapeake Bay area. Legend
has it Lord Baltimore was cheered by its happy
song and because its plumage was the same as his
armorial colors he considered it a good omen. He
sent specimens to England where Linnaeus, a
famed naturalist, named it the Baltimore Oriole.

These birds are not averse to living close to
man; they are found in orchards, around farm
houses and rarely in small towns. They favor large
shade and orchard trees such as poplar, maple,
elm, weeping willow, pear, apple, wild cherry or
black walnut.

The male usually arrives around the first of
May and selects a tree, then he waits for Lady Bal-
timore to arrive. He woos her with lilting melodies
and often times serenades her for hours. He
makes a series of low bows. His movements im-
part a flicker of orange and black, attractive to his
lady, while whistling softly.

After the courtship the lady begins her nest,
building it on drooping tips at the "Y" of a branch.
She is an expert weaver, using dry plant fibers, silk
of milkweed, grapevine bark, string, hair, wool,
and thread of any kind. When it is finished it is
lined with cow-hair, feathers or other soft materi-
al. It is a cylindrical pouch or pocket hanging
down from the branch with an opening at the top,
narrowed to about two and one-half inches in di-
ameter. It is about five to seven inches deep and
rounded at the bottom. She is such an expert
builder, no matter how hard the wind may blow
the nest will remain attached to the bough of the
tree keeping her family safe from the elements.

After the nest is completed she begins laying,

usually four to six eggs, flesh-colored with brown
tracings. Incubation takes about two weeks.

Two more weeks are spent in the nest; Lord
and Lady Baltimore are kept busy finding food
while their babies rock happily in their cradle
home. By this time it is near the end of June and
the young birds are ready to climb out of their
nest.

For the first lesson the parents perch near
the nest, raise their heads and flap their wings.
Soon the young birds are imitating their parents
and with a little effort they soon fly.

During the time Lady bird is getting the nest
built and the eggs laid, Lord Baltimore is there
protecting her, their home and their babies. He
remains on guard and like a wrathful flame he at-
tacks any intruder. He is a very brave bird and
even helps other birds when they are threatened.

Around mid-July the young orioles are flying
with their patents in search of insects. When Au-
gust comes Lord Baltimore goes into hiding
where he molts and he acquires new feathers.
Lady Baltimore molts too, but does not go into
hiding, she remains with her young. After a short
period the father returns to his family and in early
September they migrate south. It is believed they
stay as a family group for several years.

“THE ORIOLE”

At some glad moment was it nature’s choice
To dower a scrap of sunset with a voice?
Or did some orange tulip, flaked with black,
In some forgotten garden ages back
Yearning toward Heaven until its wish was heard,
Desire unspeakably to be a bird?
—By Edgar Fawsett

Reference: “Maryland Symbols” by Elmer M. Jackson



