Excerpt taken from The Maryland Independent

John Hanson Mitchell was born in College Park, the son Hanson Mitchell and Sue Turner Mitchell.  He was a retired assistant U.S. attorney and served in the Maryland House of Delegates from Charles County from 1959 to 1963.  

Mr. Mitchell spent a large part of his boyhood at “Hanson Hill” overlooking the Port Tobacco valley.  In 1933 he received his L.L.D. degree from the University of Maryland and practiced law in La Plata with the late Rudolf A. Carrico.

From 1937 to 1942 he was the assistant U.S. attorney for the District of Columbia.  Later he transferred to the Department of Justice and served as a trial lawyer in the criminal and tax divisions.  In 1955 he became chief of the criminal section of the tax division.  He left the department in 1956 and entered private practice with Edward S. Digges.  Two years later he was elected to a four-year term in the Maryland House of Delegates.  He then returned to government service briefly, retiring in 1965.

Mr. Mitchell was admitted to practice before the Supreme Court and was a member of the Maryland, D.C. and Charles County Bar Associations.  He was also a past president of the Charles County Historical Society.  He died December 8, 1970 at the age of 66 in Port Tobacco.

