Excerpt taken from The Maryland Independent

Bennett Crain was the son of Robert and Margaret Bennett Crain of Baltimore.  He was born June 20, 1905 and died at his home, Mount Victoria November   1978.  He practiced law in Washington and Baltimore before retirement, and served in the U. S. Department Justice and the Farm Credit Administration.  He was a Democratic candidate for governor of Maryland in 1962.  During World War II, Mr. Crain was president of the Navy League and served as a colonel of the Maryland Civil Air Patrol.

An avid horsemen in younger days, he was master of the De La Brooke Hunt Club.  Beginning in the Franklin Delano Roosevelt era, Mr. Crain was active in behind the scenes political life at national and state levels.  He entertained many important political figures, both at Mount Victoria Farm and on his boat, the Uncle Willie named after William Hassett, an aide of FDR.

Mr. Crain was proudest of working for legislation that culminated in construction of the first Chesapeake Bay Bridge and the Potomac River Bridge on U.S. 301.  Route 301 is known as the Crain Highway because Robert and Bennett Crain led efforts to make Southern Maryland accessible by highway.  The road is named for Mr. Crain’s father, Robert.

Bennett Crain was a member of the Metropolitan and Chevy Chase Clubs in the Washington area and the Maryland Club in Baltimore.  He was a member of the Southern Maryland Society and the first president of the Charles County Historical Society.

Mr. Crain was a graduate of the St. James School of Hagerstown and attended Trinity College in Connecticut and earned his law degree at the Washington College of Law.

